
Technical Specifications for Rubber 

There are a number of design factors that are considered when a manufacturer selects an 
apropriate kind of rubber. Manufacturers of rubber often provide comparative charts to help 
makers select the product that will perform best in the situation required. 

Urethane outperforms neoprene in all of the properties that are critical to shockmount design, 
this is exactly why Modern Conscience uses urethane.  
 
 
Tensile Strength 

Tensile strength is used to define how hard something can be pulled on before it rips apart. 
Urethane rubber has a stronger tensile strength than neoprene rubber. Because of this 
stronger tensile strenght, urethane will stretch farther than neoprene before tearing and failing.  
 
 
Cut Resistance and Abrasion Resistance 

Cut resistance and abrasion resistance are both important in shockmount design. 
Shockmounts are used to fasten fiberglass seats to bases and chair parts to others. Because 
of this contact with metal chair components it is critical that the shockmounts have the highest 
possible abrasion and cut resistance. Urethane rubber has better cut and abrasion resistance 
than neoprene rubber.  
 
 
Tear Strength 

Tear strength is a measure of how much force is required to tear the rubber. Urethane has 
better tear strength than neoprene.  
 
 
Cost 

Urethanes are more expensive than neoprene- this is the main reason a manufacturer would 
choose neoprene over urethane. Modern Conscience makes their products out of urethane 
and charges less for those products than manufacturers who use neoprene.  
 
 

Urethane is superior to neoprene in all of the material properties that are critical in the design 
of an Eames shockmount. This is not an opinion, it is scientific fact based on extensive 
material test comparisons conducted by independent manufacturers of rubber products. It's not 
a secret; you can find this exact same information by searching the internet for rubber 
comparisons.  
 
Other shockmount manufacturers use neoprene for one simple reason: selling you cheap 



products at a higher profit is more important than quality. Neoprene is great for wetsuits, not for 
shockmounts. 

 
 
 
 
Manufacturers' Comparisons for Various Rubber Products 

We have assembled charts from several rubber manufacturers here so that you may see that it 
is common knowledge that urethane outperforms neoprene in every material property.  
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 


